European College of Veterinary Behavior Medicine

Exam Format and Sample Questions
Standard Multiple Choice Questions:

The following guidelines are designed to make the questions as clear, unambiguous and as fair as possible, and to avoid biasing the candidate in any way.
I.
Each question with one correct (or one wrong) answer consists of a question stem and 5 answer options (one correct answer and 4 distracters). To avoid biasing the candidate, the answer options are always arranged from shortest to longest, or from lowest number to highest number. These questions are usually worth one point, occasionally 2 points.
Q1.
What makes systematic desensitization more successful?

a. Short training sessions

b. Increasing the stimulus intensity quickly
c. Starting out with the least threatening stimulus

d. Changing more than one stimulus characteristic at a time

e. Increasing all aspects of a stimulus (e.g., distance, loudness, size) simultaneously

Q2. 
Affective aggression in dogs can be accompanied by a significant increase in β-adrenergic activity with a subsequent decrease of adrenergic receptors caused by the down-regulation mechanism. Which type of β-AR (AR=adrenergic receptor) concentrations have been demonstrated to be affected in dogs?

a. β-1

b. β-2

c. β-3

d. β-4

e. β-5

Q3.
At what age do kittens eliminate spontaneously?

a. 2 weeks

b. 4 weeks

c. 6 weeks

d. 8 weeks

e. 10 weeks

Questions with one wrong answer are always formulated as follows:

Q4.
All of the following procedures are appropriate and effective as part of the treatment of spraying in cats, except:

a. Anxiolytic drugs

b. Removing causes of anxiety

c. Retraining the cat to the litter box

d. Treating marked areas with Feliway

e. Treatment of marked areas with enzymatic cleaner

Standard multiple choice questions are typically worth 1 mark

II. Questions with several correct answers have a question stem and four (or sometimes 6) answer options. Each answer option is worth ½ point, the entire question is worth 2 (or 3 in the case of 6 answer options) points. I.e., if one answer option is correct and is marked as correct by the candidate, it contributes ½ point to the overall score. The same is the case if the answer option is false and is not marked as correct by the candidate. If the answer option is correct and not marked as correct, or is false but is marked as correct, it does not contribute anything to the score. 
Q5.
A dog is presented for fear of loud noises. In order to apply systematic desensitization, you need to be able to:

a. Reproduce the stimulus

b. Identify the frightening stimulus

c. Control the stimulus intensity 

d. Avoid the naturally occurring stimulus

All answer options are correct. If the candidate marked only a, b and c as correct, he/she would get a score of 1.5 for this question.

Q6. 
In learning theory, stimulus generalisation refers to:
a. responding to a stimulus similar but not identical to the trained stimulus

b. responding to a stimulus with a similar, but not identical, behaviour to the trained behaviour

c. offering the trained behaviour in a novel environment

d. offering a novel behaviour to a known stimulus as a result of a novel environment

Other Types of Questions:
Extended Matching Questions (EMQ):

An EMQ should include a lead in statement and have a list of between 12 and 15 possible answers.

There should then be between two or three questions/statements which require only ONE possible answer from the given list.

1 mark is given to each question requiring a response

Q7. For the following questions please select the correct answer from the drop-down list.

Your choices are as follows:
Mirtazapine

Zylkene

Amitriptuline

Trazodone

Selegiline
Clomipramine

Fluoxetine

Diazepam
Naltrexone

Tryptophan

Citalopram

Carbamazepine

Perphenazine

Which of the above pharmaceuticals is a MAO inhibitor? (selegiline)

Which of the above pharmaceuticals is derived from milk protein? (Zylkene)

Which of the above pharmaceuticals is a phenothiazine? (perphenazine)

Assertion Reason Questions (AR):

An AR is one statement which consists of an assertion and a reason.

Q8.
Predator species usually have a large binocular visual field because they need good depth perception

The answer is always one of the following:

Assertion
Reason

a) True

True

Reason is a correct explanation

b) True

True

Reason is NOT a correct explanation

c) True

False

d) False

True

e) False

False

Terrier breeds have strongly developed predatory behaviour because most terrier breeds are small.

Assertion
Reason

a) True

True

Reason is a correct explanation

b) True

True

Reason is NOT a correct explanation

c) True

False

d) False

True

e) False

False

Assertion reasoning questions are typically worth 2 marks, with marks awarded only if both assertion and reason is correct, i.e. not 1 for each.
