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Application to sit for ECVBM-CA Examination
If you wish to take the 2011 ECVBM-CA application scheduled and have had your credentialing approved, please fill out the form below and submit your funding immediately to the treasurer.

 EXAMINATION APPLICATION FORM 

	Name and Surname:

	Nationality:

	Date of birth:

	Address:

	Phone:

	E-mail:


I certify that my credentialing application has been approved and that I am applying to write the 2011 ECVBM-CA examination.  

For the clinical portion of the written exam, I will be asked questions on dogs and cats, and in addition I choose one of the following species or groups of species to be examined on:
· Horses

· Pet birds

· Rabbits

· Pocket pets

· Reptiles/amphibians

· Other (to be approved by the exam committee)

Signature:  





 Date:  ________________   
EXAMINATION FEE:

This payment is a necessary condition to apply for the exam. 
Please note: there is a 25% discount for candidates who have to apply only partially for the exam

1. The application fee can be paid by bank transfer (For most European Countries, transfer are free of charge).

Fee: 400 euros. 

Relevé d'Identité Bancaire/IBAN

Cadre réservé au destinataire du RIB

Titulaire du Compte: COLLEGE EUROPEEN DE MEDECINE VETERINAIRE DU COMPORTEMENT

Domiciliation TOULON RODE (01975)

RIB: 30004 01975 00010013482 80

IBAN: FR76 3000 4019 7500 0100 1348 280

BIC: BNPAFRPPTLN

2.  Paypal payment is available to ecvbm@numericable.fr                                               

Note that a 7% surcharge will be added for paypal fees Total € 428,00  

Contact ECVBM-CA Treasurer Claude Beata (cbeata@noos.fr) if you have any questions.                                             
As soon as the money has been received, a receipt will be posted.

Once the application is filled out, it has to be sent by e-mail to:

Maria Cristina Osella (ECVBM-CA Secretary): mcosella@alice.it
Then please FAX or e-mail the signature pages to Maria Cristina Osella by FAX to + 39 (0)11 9196231 or by e-mail to mcosella@alice.it. 

The ECVBM reserves the right to verify the information by obtaining signatures in printed copies sent by postal service to: Maria Cristina Osella, Vic. Sant’Elena 6, 10034 Chivasso, Italy.

Instructions for those sitting for the 2011 examination

The examination aims to evaluate the clinical behavioural and basic ethological knowledge of the candidates obtained during the residency training or alternative training programme. Prior to being allowed to sit the examination, candidates must complete an accredited residency or an alternative programme accepted by the Education and Residency Committee. Please find the application for credentialing on the website.  

Reading list: This is posted separately on the website. 

The examination consists of two multiple choice sections, a written case-based paper, a critique of a study and/or discussion of current issues, and two clinical oral examinations. The multiple choice questions cover (section 1) Ontogenic, phylogenic adaptive and mechanistic basis to behaviour, and (section 2) Species typical behaviour and behaviour problems. 

A detailed outline of tropics for the multiple choice questions follows: 

Section 1: Basic sciences – 150 marks; Multiple Choice Questions

Marks behind each topic are approximate

Ontogenic, phylogenic adaptive and mechanistic basis to behaviour.  

1. Foundations to the behaviour sciences:




10 marks

To include but not limited to:

Principles of ethology, psychology and behavioural ecology

Behavioural genetics

Evolutionary theory

Altruism and co-operation 

Domestication 

Comparative method

Optimality

Ecology of species specific adaptation

Behavioural development:

Sensitive phases of development

Behavioural maturation

Ritualisation

2. Ethological systems and  processes:




15 marks

To include but not limited to:

Feeding and diet selection

Habitat selection

Play

Predator prey interaction and adaptations

Resource competition, acquisition and defence

Communication

Social organisation and behaviour 

Sexual behaviour and systems of reproduction

Sexual conflict and sexual selection

Parental care

3. Psychological processes and systems




15 marks

To include but not limited to:

Attention

Perception

Memory

Psychological systems involved in perception, the integration of information and decision making

Mental representation and concept formation

Emotion

Consciousness

Affective neuroscience

Temperament, personality and individual differences

Attitude theory

Psychological processes for dealing with conflict

Social and cultural influences on behaviour

4. Regulation and control of behaviour:




10 marks

To include but not limited to:

Organisation of behaviour 

Behavioural cycles and patterning of behaviour

Behavioural regulation, motivation and decision making

Animal economics and behavioural regulation

5. Human Animal Interactions





15 marks
To include but not limited to:
Anthrozoology 

Animals in society

Animal management systems

Interspecific relationships 

Attachment theory

Relationship theory

Grief and bereavement in relation to animal loss

Ethical approaches to the assessment of human animal interaction

Animal hoarding 

Animal abuse

Abandonment of animals

European legislation, agreement and regulation relating to animals

6. Animal welfare science:





15 marks

To include but not limited to:

Principles of animal husbandry

Environmental enrichment

Concepts of abnormal behaviour, dysfunctional, and maladaptive behaviour

Nociception

Concept of needs

Concept of stress

Concept of suffering

Positive welfare

Quality of life

Adaptation and coping strategies

Physical,  physiological and behavioural parameters used to assess welfare in vertebrate species in captivity

7. Animal learning and training science: 




20 marks

To include but not limited to:

Associative and non-associative learning

Habituation

Sensitization

Classical conditioning

Operant conditioning

Social learning

Inter-specific communication

Species specific biases in learning and memory

Constraints on learning

Neurobiology of learning and memory

Systematic desensitisation

Counterconditioning

Response substitution (Differential reinforcement of an alternate behaviour)

Cognitive aspects of learning

Training aids and the theory underlying their use

8. Neuro-endocrinological basis of behaviour



20 marks

To include but not limited to:

Functional anatomy and physiology of the vertebrate neuro-endocrinological systems

Functional anatomy and physiology of vertebrate sensory and motor systems

Functional anatomy and physiology of the vertebrate brain

Neurophysiology of learning 

Neurophysiology of memory

Neurophysiology of emotional processes

Psychopharmacology

Neuroedocrinological effect of different forms of intervention on behaviour, e.g surgical, medical, environmental and psychological interventions

Health, disease and behaviour

Diet and behaviour

9. Clinical procedures






30 marks

To include but not limited to:

Concept of behavioural problems

History taking skills

Assessment of differential diagnoses

Strategies for managing behavioural problems

Techniques for behavioural intervention

Client communication skills

Counselling skills

Client motivational skills

Professional skills

Follow up procedures and processes

Strategies for managing behavioural problems

Techniques for behavioural intervention

Psychopharmacology

Pheromone therapy

Dietary and herbal interventions on behaviour

Surgical interventions for behaviour problems

Complementary and alternative therapies

Section 2: Species typical behaviour and problems 
150 Marks; Multiple Choice Questions

Marks behind each topic are approximate

Canine 






Total
70 points: 

i. Behaviour and ecology of wild / feral canids




ii. Behavioural development and problem prevention




iii. Age related problems







iv. Training, obedience and control





v. Social behaviour and communication 


 

vi. Reproductive behaviour






vii. Emotional problems 







viii. Repetitive behaviour







ix. Miscellaneous behaviours






Feline  






Total
50 points:

i. Behaviour and ecology of wild / feral felids




ii. Behavioural development and problem prevention



iii. Age related problems







iv. Training and management






v. Social behaviour and communication 




vi. Reproductive behaviour






vii. Emotional problems 







viii. Repetitive behaviours







ix. Miscellaneous behaviours






Other species:  





Total 
30 points

i. Avian









ii. Equine









iii. Other small mammal







iv. Other









Section 3 

The written case-based papers consist of case histories, followed by questions related to (1) history taking, differential diagnosis and diagnostic plan and (2) treatment of these cases. All candidates may get clinical questions on dogs and cats. Beyond that, the candidate may choose one of the following species or groups of species to be examined on:
· Horses
· Pet birds

· Rabbits

· Pocket pets

· Reptiles/amphibians

· Other (to be approved by the exam committee)

Section 4

The critique of a study or published paper and discussion of current issues .


The language of the exam is in English. A translator may be brought in at the candidate’s expense. Ordinary (not medical) Dictionaries may be used.

The candidate has to achieve a minimum of 70% on each of the four sections. If the candidate misses only one of the written sections, and achieves 70% correct overall, s/he has to only repeat this one section the following year. The candidate needs to successfully pass the written portion of the exam before the clinical portion will be evaluated.
Clinical examination

The clinical examinations may be taken at a different location and time than the written portion of the exam. The candidate will perform a behaviour consult on each of two different species of their choice (cats, dogs, pet birds small mammals, horses, and others as deemed appropriate by the examination committee) under supervision of a Diplomate, including the candidates mentor, or other professional appointed by the exam committee. Each consult is video-recorded. The performance of the candidate will be evaluated off the recording independently by three different diplomates. The evaluation will be based on client interaction, diagnostic procedure, treatment suggestions, and demonstrated techniques. The clinical part of the exam may be performed in the candidate’s (or client’s) language. The exam committee will organize a translator for evaluation. Once the video-recordings have been reviewed, the candidate may receive written questions concerning the consults. The questions will be posed in English, and will have to be answered in English. Each consult needs to receive a passing grade from the three diplomates reviewing it. If the candidate does not pass one or both of the clinical consults, they have to re-submit one or two consults at a time deemed appropriate by the exam committee. They will not have to repeat the written portion of the exam.
This year, the recordings should be brought to the examination (on a USB device). The written questions related to the consults will be e-mailed to the candidate. They will have to be answered within 24 hours. For the answering of these questions, the candidate may use written resources only.
